
  

 

 

 

‘Evaluating the ligandability of cyclophilins by biophysical methods ’ 

2-year post-doctoral research associate position, Salary: £31,342 - £37,394 (UE07) 

Supervisors: Dr Julien Michel, Dr Dusan Uhrin and Prof Paul Barlow, School of Chemistry School of 

Chemistry, University of Edinburgh 

 

A fixed-term postdoctoral research position is available for an outstanding individual in the research 

group of Dr. Julien Michel at the School of Chemistry of the University of Edinburgh, United 

Kingdom.  

The successful candidate will be required to evaluate the ligandability of selected isoforms of the 

human family of cyclophilin proteins by means of biophysical methods. This will require the 

expression and purification of protein samples and their use in in vitro assays to measure direct 

binding of ligands and modulation of protein function. The overall project goal is to deliver new 

chemical probes that may be used to interrogate the function of specific cyclophilin isoforms in cells.   

The successful applicant will also be expected to contribute more generally to the work of the 

Michel, Uhrin and Barlow groups. This position is ideally suited for an ambitious early career 

researcher with a background in protein NMR and a desire to pursue collaborative multidisciplinary 

research.  

Applicants should have, or expect to receive by the start date, a PhD in chemistry, biophysics, 

biochemistry or related field. Proven expertise with NMR studies of protein-ligand interactions is 

essential. Experience in organic synthesis and computer-aided drug design methods are 

advantageous. They should be capable of working in a small team, leading other students where 

required. Familiarity with modern approaches to rational drug design would be useful. The 

successful applicant will join a multidisciplinary team working on the European Research Council 

funded project “Beyond structure: an integrated computational/experimental approach to 

ensemble-based drug design”, and will be expected to collaborate closely with computational 

chemists and organic chemists.  

The position is available for up to 24 months. There is some flexibility with the starting date, but the 

post-holder is expected to be in position from September 2015. This is a re-advertisement of a 

vacancy 033099. Previous applicants need not re-apply. 

Applications will be considered as they are received. Applicants are strongly encouraged to contact 

Dr Julien Michel (julien.michel@ed.ac.uk) for informal inquiries about the position before submitting 

a formal application.   

Formal applications should be submitted to: 

http://www.vacancies.ed.ac.uk   (Vacancy reference 033646).  
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